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war with my natural taste, feelings and wishes. Domestic life 
and literary pursuits were my first and my latest inclinations, 
circumstances and not my desires lead me to the path I have 
trod. And like a bow, though long bent, which, when unstrung, 
flies back to its natural state, I resume with delight the character 
and pursuits for which nature designed me. The circumstances 
of our country, at my entrance into life, were such that every 
honest man felt himself compelled to take a part, and to act up 
to the best of his abilities." 

Mrs. Smith had long conversations with Mr. Owen of Lanark. 
She found him personally attractive and she had no fault to find 
with the logic of his socialistic schemes, which were new then, 
but she calls him an amiable madman because he thought he 
could carry those schemes out. 

Harriet Martineau was lionized when she visited Washing- 
ton. "Xo stranger excepting La Fayette ever received such uni- 
versal and marked testimonials of regard. * * * At first our 
great men were disposed to laugh at her, but now they are her 
most devoted admirers and constant visitors. Mr. Webster, Mr. 
Clay, Mr. Calhoun, Mr. Preston, Judge Story and many others 
often visited her. and when she goes to the' Senate or courtroom 
leave their seats to converse with her." 

These letters are not only informing, but vastly entertaining. 
The book is attractively gotten up and well illustrated. It is 
edited bv Gaillard Hunt. MARY G. O'MEARA. 



The Coal Mine Workers^A Study in Labor Organization. 

By Frank Julian Warne, Ph. D. (New York : Longmans, Green 
& Co.) 

This helpful little volume, whose author has made a special 
study of the Slav immigrant workers in the coal mines, is a 
careful and detailed study of "The United Mine Workers of 
America." Dr. Warne studies the mine workers as a labor or- 
ganization on the assumption that all labor organizations, how- 
ever they may differ as to constitutions, organizations and meth- 
ods, are working for identically the same objects. 

"The writer has no theory to discuss nor any side to support. 
He takes the trade union as he finds it, aims to explain impar- 
tially its objects and purposes, points out what he believes to be 
the mistakes in organization * * * and describes the in- 
dustrial machinery which it is bringing into possession of society 
for the performance of needful service."' 

Interesting light is thrown upon the methods of handling the 
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union, and it is worth while to point out that much of the expe- 
rience gained by the labor iniion man in his union is ready to be 
carried over into the political field. One is constantlj' surprised 
at the intensely democratic philosophy and action thus brought 
into existence. It would be interesting to know just how nuich 
of these are the result of the labor unionists' reading, and how 
much the result of actual self-government in his union. 

The book is a little too detailed to make good, popular read- 
ing, but is useful to the student who wishes to see how these 
people are making democracy work in the unions. It can be but 
a short while until this training makes itself felt in the political 
field. 

Perhaps the American Federation of Labor's recent activity 
is only the forerunner of what is to come later. 

EDWARD M'AIAHON. 

A Tour of Four Great Rivers: the Hudson, ]\Iohawk, Susque- 
hanna and Delaware, in 1769 ; being the journal of Richard Smith 
of Burlington, New Jersey. Edited, with a short history of the 
pioneer settlements, by Francis W. Halsey. (New York: 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1906, pp. Ixxiii., 102.) 

Immediately following the Fort Stanwix Treaty of November, 

1768, by which a large tract of land was surrendered by the 
Indians, considerable interest was manifested in the lands along 
the upper courses of New York and Petinsylvania Rivers. Rich- 
ard Smith of Burlington, New Jersey, became one of the pro- 
prietors of 69,000 acres on the Upper Susquehanna, and in ]\Iay, 

1769, set out to make a survey of the grant. He proceeded across 
New Jersey, up the Hudson and jMohawk Rivers well into the 
Indian country. Turning south through the wilderness he came 
to the Susquehanna, down which he traveled some distance till 
he reached a point not far from the Delaware. The latter brought 
him back to his home at Burlington. Smith's journal, written 
on this trip, is full of all manner of details that he fancied would 
have any bearing on land values, as well as many others that 
he evidently thought of interest. The location of settlements 
and their source of supplies ; the size of trout caught in the 
streams, and the kind of bait used to catch them ; a description 
of the process of making maple sugar, evidently a novelty to 
him : the large crops that could be raised with little cultivation ; 
a bird's nest on the ground containing three eggs similar to 
robins' eggs ; the way the Indians carried their children — these 
and scores of such observations . make up the journal. At the 
close he gives "a table of distances" between the points on his 



